INTERCOM CONFERENCE 2011: MUSEUMS and POLITICS
Copenhagen 13.09 – 16.09

Welcome to Denmark, to Copenhagen.

On behalf of the Heritage Agency of Denmark I am proud to open the annual INTERCOM conference focusing on Museums and Politics. The topic of the conference; Museums and Politics, is a great framework within to explore and discuss the contemporary role of inclusive museums in a rapidly changing knowledge society.

Politics

The conference focus on how museums understand and practice museum management and pin points the challenges museums are facing related to handling museum management within a contemporary political context. How can museums develop with in a dynamic framework as democratic knowledge centers and learning spaces in the 21st century knowledge society. 

Society

In todays complex social and global world, the roles of museums, culture and heritage are changing. 
How can museums develop cultural heritage as an active resource in society?  To day the role of museums is a common project between citizens and museums – based on collaboration and partnerships between museum and the surrounding society of diverse groups. 

Key challenges for museums are to address vital problems and possibilities in contemporary society, promote debate and social interaction between different groups, and develop consciousness on global influence on local issues and decisions. 
Citizens
Contemporary museums must generate new knowledge. Knowledge, that is relevant and relates to the everyday life.

Museums stimulate curiosity and imagination and promote personal reflexion and capability of critical thinking. Subjects that I think is of the utmost importance when we want citizens to play an active part of the development of society.
Create possibilities to investigate and reflect values, and there by contribute to develop and challenge identities.

Contributes to handling complexity and uncertainties and there by promoting motivation and action.

Institutions
With in the contemporary museums and politics context museums are obliged to challenge their institutional preconceptions and rethink themselves.

Museums have to become learning organisations, building on strategic resource development of staff and strengthen communication- and educational competences.

Globalization 
It is a great pleasure for me that the conference embraces speakers and participants from all over the world representing diverse museums and cultures globaly. I am convinced that sustainable heritage development is based on global perspectives.
Outcome 

I hope you will all enjoy the conference and your visits to Danish museums, and with general elections in Denmark on thusday 15. the concept Museums and Politics gets an extra dimension.

I am looking forward to the Copenhagen declaration as an important document and guideline for contemporary museum management and I hope another important and related outcome of the conference will be a strengthening of network, global collaboration and knowledge exchange based on respect for cultural diversity and human rights. We all have much to learn from each other facing the same challenges, and united we can create even better and more relevant museums all over the world.
Thank you  

